Speaker Biographies

ANNUAL MEETING SPEAKERS

Daniel Blaney-Koen, JD, American Medical Association

Daniel Blaney-Koen, JD, is a senior legislative attorney with the American Medical
Association Advocacy Resource Center (ARC). The ARC attorneys focus on working with
state and specialty medical societies on state legislative, regulatory, and policy advocacy.
In addition to his work in the ARC, Blaney-Koen has held several roles at the AMA,
including serving as a public information officer, policy analyst, and speechwriter.

Currently, he focuses on state legislation and policy concerning the nation’s opioid
epidemic, with particular emphasis on overdose prevention and treatment. He also covers
other pharmaceutical issues as well as insurance market reforms. Prior to joining the AMA
in 1999, Blaney-Koen earned his Master of Fine Arts in Poetry from Colorado State
University, and his bachelor's degree from the University of Arizona.

Shari Covington, JD, California Medical Association

Ms. Covington is a healthcare attorney for the California Medical Association’s

(CMA’s) Center for Legal Affairs. She is a graduate of the University at Albany State
University of New York with a Bachelor of Arts in English and received her J.D. from
Franklin Pierce Law Center in New Hampshire. Ms. Covington’'s work at CMA has spanned
protecting California physicians in courts through Amicus briefs, editing and authoring
chapters in the California Physician’s Legal Handbook (CPLH), listening to and advising on
Medical Staff concerns, and much more. She is also a Sacramento County Bar Association
Board member where she serves her fellow attorneys in the greater Sacramento area.

Long Do, JD, Athene Law, LLP

Long Do is a seasoned and highly respected health care attorney with broad experience
advocating for the provider community. His practice focuses broadly on professional
healthcare practice issues, including physician and medical group formation and
operations, scope of practice, health care services contracting, business ventures and
alignment, peer review, and medical licensing board compliance. Long also represents

numerous state and federal healthcare trade associations, filing amicus curiae briefs and
assisting in other advocacy work and governance functions. Long has a broad and deep
knowledge of professional practice issues generally and also is a nationally recognized
expert on the corporate practice of medicine laws and medical staff governance. He has
more than two decades of practical legal experience in civil and criminal courts at the trial
and appellate levels. Prior to joining Athene Law, Long served for over a decade as Legal
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Counsel and Director of Litigation for the California Medical Association (CMA). He built a
renowned statewide and national profile managing CMA's activities in the courts and
regulatory agencies. He also served as the lead attorney for the CMA lobbying and
regulatory teams on numerous important pieces of legislation and regulations. Long
continues to work with clients on bills and regulations.

Sherine Ghoddoucy, JD, California Medical Association

Senior Legal Counsel at the California Medical Association since 2022. Previously, she
was an Attorney IV in the Health Equity and Access Office at the California Department of
Insurance (10 years).

Jeff Howell, JD, Missouri Medical Society

Jeff Howell is the Executive Vice President of the Missouri State Medical Association
(MSMA). MSMA is Missouri's largest professional physician organization. Mr. Howell
previously served as the Director of Government Relations for MSMA, directing physician
advocacy and lobbying activities in the Missouri Capitol for over fifteen years. Mr. Howell
is licensed in Missouri and Indiana. He previously practiced as a criminal defense attorney
in Indianapolis, Indiana. He is a graduate of the University of Kansas and the University of
Missouri-Kansas City School of Law.

Luke McNamee, JD, Indianna State Medical Society

Luke is the Director of Policy and Government Affairs for the Indiana State Medical
Association - Indiana’s largest physician professional association -- representing medical
students, residents, and physicians across all specialties. He has been a registered
lobbyist for the last 5 years representing education and physician issues. Luke earned his
Doctor of Jurisprudence from the Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law in
Indianapolis where he served as the Executive Articles Editor of the Indiana Health Law
Review.

Jason Z. Qu, JD, Powers Pyles, PC

Jason is an attorney in Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville's s nonprofit and healthcare
practices. Jason advises nonprofit organizations on their unique legal needs—including
corporate governance & governing documents (articles, bylaws, policies), entity formation,
fiscal sponsorships, board ethics and operations, receipt and maintenance of tax-exempt
status, charitable fundraising regulations, and advocacy/lobbying rules—along with



general business law issues spanning employment law, intellectual property, contracts,
collaborations, risk management, data protection/privacy, insurance, and other corporate-
transactional matters. Jason's experience also includes assisting clients in regulatory
compliance matters involving the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Drug Enforcement
Agency (DEA), and Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) as an associate at a
large international law firm based in Washington, D.C. This background gives him unique
insight into the legal and strategic needs of nonprofits operating within the healthcare,
medical, and biotech fields. Before joining Powers, Jason served as the senior managing
attorney for nonprofit and small business legal assistance programs at the D.C. Bar Pro
Bono Center. In this role, he counseled nonprofits and social enterprises on business law
matters, provided legal training to nonprofit executives and boards, and developed
innovative partnerships with law firms and legal departments to provide pro bono support
to community organizations. Jason is a 2014 graduate from Harvard Law School, cum
laude, where he served as an editor for the Harvard Law Review. He obtained his B.A. in
Equity Studies and Anthropology from the University of Toronto, with honors and high
distinction, where he also coordinated an incubator for food and sustainability

initiatives. He joined the firm in 2024.

Erica Weyhenmeyer, CPCU, AIE, MCM, PIR, lllinois Department of Insurance

Erica is the Deputy Directory Chief Market Conduct Examiner for the lllinois Department of
Insurance, supervising internal and external examiners on market conduct projects for all
lines of business. Erica went to lllinois State University where she graduated with a dual
major in Finance and Insurance. Working first in the industry post-graduation as a workers

compensation underwriter prior to joining the Department in 2014. where she worked in
property & casualty actuarial financial examinations, then in property & casualty
compliance reviewing workers’ compensation, commercial auto, and private passenger
auto lines of business, before becoming the supervisor of market conduct. Since starting
her role as the Chief Examiner in 2018, she has been a pioneer in the mental health party
examination space. She is the IRES President for 2023-2024, and the Chair of the Market
Actions (D) Working Group, Chair of the Advisory Organization (D) Working Group, Vice
Chair of Privacy Protections (H) Working Group, and Chair of the MHPAEA (B) Working
Group, as well as the staff support for the Director for her position as Vice Chair of the
Regulatory Framework (B) Task Force. Erica was also asked by the NAIC Officers to
represent the NAIC as a board of director member with URAC.
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